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Abstract: 

Watchmaking has been at the core of relations between Switzerland and Japan since 
the end of the Edo period. Watch merchants from Neuchâtel were among the first 
Swiss citizens to settle in Yokohama, opening a new market in East Asia. However, 
Japan was not only a growing outlet but also a nation that built its own watch industry, 
mostly based on two main companies (Seiko and Citizen). This lecture will hence 
discuss two main aspects of relations concerning the watch trade of the two countries 
between the 1860s and the 1930s: sales activities (the import and distribution of 
watches by Swiss merchants) and industrial relations (technology transfer from 
Switzerland and the investment of Swiss watchmakers in Japanese firms). 
 
Prof. Dr. Pierre-Yves Donzé was born in La Chaux-de-Fonds and studied History at 
the University of Neuchâtel, where he received his PhD in 2005. He is a Professor of 
Business History at Osaka University since 2015 and Visiting Professor at the 
University of Fribourg. He has published numerous books and articles on the history 
of global business in a broad range of industries (including watches, fashion and 
luxury, food, and medical devices).  
Website: https://sites.google.com/view/donze/home 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zoom access:  

https://uzh.zoom.us/j/62330759499?pwd=OVQ4Z3g1RHlRdjU3SDQ3Z3JRQXkydz09 
 
Meeting ID: 623 3075 9499 
Passcode: 961399 
 
 
No registration is necessary. 


