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Tadashi Endo’s main theme is always
death. How does death look like? What
comes after death? Sometimes Tadashi
wants to be dead for a short time and
return again to tell us about what he
experienced or saw over there.
+«MABOROSHI - in Japanese it means
creature without shape. It means the
souls of mankind.

All people have a body and a soul. The
body disappears, but the soul is float-
ing to somewhere. Is it invisible? Also
dead people can dream and only in
the dream they can contact us. Then
we have the feeling as if something is
in the room. We don't know what, but
we feel it. Some dead people never can
rest in peace because they died an un-
natural dead e.g. through murder, tor-
ture, by accident. Again and again they
appear as deformed creatures. They are
the undead. But finally death is a trans-
parent beautiful ghost. True love is like
a ghost.”

When Tadashi Endo is dancing an at-
mosphere is arising that let us believe
that not only the real dancer is on stage
but also SOMETHING around him (Jurei,
maboroshi or ghost). This SOMETHING
they all experience together, the audi-
ence, the dancer, the stage - during the
dance they are all MABOROSHI.
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Tadashi Endo - Butoh-dancer, chore-
ographer, director of the Butoh-Cen-
tre MAMU and artistic director of the
Butoh-Festivals MAMU Butoh & Jazz in
Gottingen embodies in the truest sense
of that word the wisdom of both, the
Western and Oriental dance and thea-
tre traditions. After his study as a thea-
tre director at the famous Max-Rein-
hardt-Seminar in Vienna, he performed
in collaboration with jazz musicians. In
1989 he met Kazuo Ohno who already
then realized a deep relationship be-
tween Endo’s dance and the Butoh-
dance. Since then Tadashi Endo devel-
opped his movements to that ethetic
and expressive dance, as you can see
today. His dance is like a synthesis
of theatre,performance and dance,
Tadashi Endo succeeds to express the
field of tension between ying and yang,
male and female and their everlasting
alteration. He is the master of being,in
between’, that is Butoh - MA.
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,1adashi Endo’s dance reaches be-
yond the mundane, head-lead con-
ventions of much that calls itself the-
atre, and instead goes right to its pure
essence, straight to the heart.
A true genius and master of his craft,
coupled with a humility rarely found
in this ego fuelled age, Endo had me
by the spiritual balls from the start.
His Butoh MA explores that elusive
gap between emptiness and form...
form and emptiness. He manages
to fill that void with a poetic beauty,
precision movement and spiritual fla-
vour. It's like cut grass and cut glass,
one smells good and brings back
memory, the other cuts into you leav-
ing a scar.
| left feeling like I'd had my heart
touched by someone and something.
As such, I'll be back to get a bit more
of this "MA" stuff !
Review by David Carter,
Venue Magazine. Edinburgh.



